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Commissioner for Patents 
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SIR: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98 and to the duty of disclosure set forth 
in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, the Examiner in charge of the above-identified application is 
requested to consider and make of record the references listed on the PTO SB/08(a) 
and PTO SB/08(b) form submitted herewith. A copy of the references listed on the 
PTO SB/08(a) and PTO SB/08(b) are enclosed. 

Although the information submitted herewith may be "material" to the 
Examiner's consideration of the subject application, this submission is not intended to 
constitute an admission that such information is "prior art" as to the claimed 
invention. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g), the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made. 

The following Japanese references are not in the English language: 

1) 09-035188 

2) 08-202995 

3) 2000-285381 

4) 2001-195691 
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6) 



09-097400 



08-068650 



References 1) to 6) include an English language abstract. In addition, 
Reference 6) has a "concise explanation" under 37 CFR § 1.98(a)(3) as set forth in the 
background portion of the specification. 

Further, References 1) to 6) were cited in a search report by a foreign Patent 
Office in a patent application corresponding to the above-identified patent application. 
A copy of this Japanese language search report and an English translation thereof, 
indicating the degree of relevance determined by the foreign patent office, are 
submitted herewith. MPEP Section 609 IIIA(3), second paragraph. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed concurrently with the 
above-referenced application. 
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2 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.usoto.Qov or MPEP 901.04. 
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and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, Washington, DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 
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